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 S ALES NOTES 

 
 
"Long Live Uncle Dave" 
       Pete Seeger, April 2004 
 
 
If Jimmie Rodgers is the Father of Country Music, then Uncle Dave Macon is surely the Grandfather. He brought dozens 
of old folk songs, vaudeville songs, blues, gospel songs, and comedy songs into the Twentieth Century. He was one of 
the first country stars to record, the first star of the Grand Ole Opry, and one of the first members elected to the Country 
Music Hall of Fame. Above all, he was an entertainer supreme, and one of the most accomplished banjoists in country 
history. 
 
Here for the first time are all his commercial recordings, as well as several test pressings, rare home recordings, and an 
entire side of recently discovered Opry air checks from 1939-1940 that have never been released. The sound of these 
248 ageless classics has been digitally enhanced without damaging their integrity or purity. Mastering was by Grammy-
winning Chris King, and the final preparation by Jürgen Crasser. 
 
The DVD contains the 1940 film ‘Grand Ole Opry’ that features Macon. The book contains newly discovered photos and 
illustrations, complete song lyrics transcribed by Paul Ritscher and Robert Nobley, a newly researched biography by 
Charles Wolfe, and a revised discography by Ralph Rinzler, Norm Cohen and Tony Russell.  
 
 
 
"Folks – if you ain’t right, get right. And let your conscience be your guide, because I’m going to play with more 
heterogeneous constapolicy double flavor and unknown quality than you!" 
                                                                                 Uncle Dave Macon 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
"Uncle Dave Macon was the most unique individual I ever knew. Everything he did was the Uncle Dave way. When I 
started out, he was the biggest star on the Grand Ole Opry, and when we toured, it was Uncle Dave who drew the 
crowds for Roy Acuff." 
                                                                                 Roy Acuff 
 
"Uncle Dave was probably our first rock star. He brought a lot of good music to the table, and he knocked the door down 
for all of us to be characters that played country music." 
                                                                                 Marty Stuart 
 
"He may not have been the best banjo player or the best singer, but he sure as heck was the best SOMETHING." 
                                                                                 Curly Fox 
 
"And now friends, here he is, Uncle Dave Macon, the Dixie Dewdrop, with his pug hat, chin whiskers, and that million 
dollar Tennessee smile. Take’er away, Uncle Dave!" 
                                                                                 George Hay, founder of The Grand Ole Opry 
 

 TRACK L ISTING 

 
CD 1: 
Keep My Skillet Good And Greasy - Hill Billie Blues - Old Maid's Last Hope (A Burglar Song) - All I've Got's Gone - The 
Fox Chase - Papa's Billie Goat - The Little Old Log Cabin In The Lane - (She Was Always) Chewing Gum - Jonah And 
The Whale - I'm Going Away To Leave You, Love - Love Somebody - Soldier's Joy - Bile Them Cabbage Down - Down 
By The River - Run, Nigger, Run - Old Dan Tucker - Station Will Be Changed After A While - Rooster Crow Medley - 
Going Across The Sea - Just From Tennessee - Watermelon Smilin' On The Vine - All-Go-Hungry Hash House - From 
Jerusalem To Jericho - I Tickled Nancy - Arkansas Travelers - The Girl I Left Behind Me 
CD 2: 
Muskrat Medley - Old Ship Of Zion - Down In Arkansaw - Down By The Old Mill Stream - I Don't Reckon It'll Happen 
Again - Save My Mother's Picture From The Sale - Rise When The Rooster Crows - Way Down The Old Plank Road - 
The Bible's True - He Won The Heart Of My Sarah Jane - Late Last Night When My Willie Came Home - I've Got The 
Mourning Blues - Death Of John Henry (Steel Driving Man) - On The Dixie Bee Line (In That Henry Ford Of Mine) - Buck 
Dancer's Choice - The Franklin Blues - Whoop' Em Up Cindy - Only As Far As The Gate, Dear Ma - Just Tell Them That 
You Saw Me - Poor Sinners, Fare You Well - Old Ties - Knoxville Blues - We Are Up Against It Now - Uncle Dave's 
Beloved Solo - The Old Man's Drunk Again - I Ain't Got Long To Stay 
CD 3: 
Ain't It A Shame To Keep Your Honey Out In The Rain - Stop That Knocking At My Door - Sassy Sam - Shout, Mourner, 
You Shall Be Free - I Don't Care If I Never Wake Up - In The Good Old Summer Time - Something's Always Sure To 
Tickle Me - Sourwood Mountain Medley - Deliverance Will Come - Wouldn't Give Me Sugar In My Coffee - Kissin' On The 
Sly - Hold On To The Sleigh - In The Good Old Days Of Long Ago - My Girl's A High Born Lady - The Cross Eyed Butcher 
And The Cackling Hen - In The Old Carolina State (Where The Sweet Magnolias Bloom) - Never Make Love No More - 
Arcade Blues - Them Two Gals Of Mine - Diamond In The Rough - Tossing The Baby So High - Sho' Fly, Don't Bother 
Me - Uncle Ned - Braying Mule - Bake That Chicken Pie - Rock About My Sara Jane 
CD 4: 
Tell Her To Come Back Home - Hold That Wood-Pile Down - Carve That Possum - Hop High Ladies, The Cake's All 
Dough - Sail Away Ladies - I'm A-Goin' Away In The Morn - Sleepy Lou - The Gray Cat On The Tennessee Farm - Walk, 
Tom Wilson, Walk - I's Gwine Back To Dixie - Take Me Home, Poor Julia - Go Along Mule - Tom And Jerry - Rabbit In 
The Pea Patch - Jordan Is A Hard Road To Travel - Pickaninny Lullaby Song - Are You Washed In The Blood Of The 
Lamb - The Maple On The Hill - Poor Old Dad - Walking In The Sunlight - Bear Me Away On Your Snowy Wings - The 
Mockingbird Song Medley - Shall We Gather At The River - In The Sweet Bye And Bye - In The Shade Of The Old Apple 
Tree 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
CD 5: 
Molly Married A Travelling Man - When Reubin Comes To Town - Got No Silver Nor Gold Blues - Heartaching Blues - 
Roe Rire Poor Gal - You've Been A Friend To Me - Backwater Blues - More Like Your Dad Every Day - I'll Never Go 
There Any More (The Bowery) - Jesus, Lover Of My Soul - From Earth To Heaven - The Coon That Had The Razor - 
Buddy Won't You Roll Down The Line - Worthy Of Estimation - I'm The Child To Fight - Over The Road I'm Bound To Go 
- The New Ford Car - The Gal That Got Stuck On Everything She Said - Comin' Round The Mountain - Governor Al Smith 
- Darling Zelma Lee - Put Me In My Little Bed - Life And Death Of Jesse James - Man That Rode The Mule Around The 
World - Tennessee Jubilee - New Coon In Town 
CD 6: 
For Goodness Sakes Don't Say I Told You - We Need A Change In Business All Around - Susie Lee - Mister Johnson - 
Farm Relief - Uncle Dave's Travels, Part 3 (In And Around Nashville) - Since Baby's Learned To Talk - Uncle Dave's 
Travels, Part 4 (Visit At The Old Maid's) - Over The Mountain - Hush Little Baby Don't You Cry - Uncle Dave's Travels, 
Part 1 (Misery In Arkansas) - Uncle Dave's Travels, Part 2 (Around Louisville, Ky.) - Tennessee Red Fox Chase - The 
Wreck Of The Tennessee Gravy Train - Oh Baby, You Done Me Wrong - She's Got The Money Too - Oh Lovin' Babe - 
Mysteries Of The World - Come On Buddie, Don't You Want To Go - 20. - Go On, Nora Lee - Was You There When They 
Took My Lord Away - Thank God For Everything - When The Train Comes Along - Tennessee Tornado - Don't Get 
Weary Children - He's Up With The Angels Now 
CD 7: 
Over The Mountain - When The Harvest Days Are Over - One More River To Cross - Just One Way To The Pearly Gates 
- I'll Tickle Nancy - I'll Keep My Skillet Good And Greasy - All In Down And Out Blues - Honest Confession Is Good For 
The Soul - Fame Apart From God's Approval - The Bum Hotel - From Jerusalem To Jericho - Two-In-One Chewing Gum - 
Travelin' Down The Road - Country Ham And Red Gravy - Summertime On The Beeno Line - He Won The Heart Of 
Sarah Jane - Peek-A-Boo - Working For My Lord - She's Got The Money Too - Wait Till The Clouds Roll By - Things I 
Don't Like To See - They're After Me - My Daughter Wished To Marry - Beautiful Love - Give Me Back My Five Dollars - 
Railroadin' And Gamblin' - Cumberland Mountain Deer Race 
CD 8: 
Johnny Grey - The Gayest Old Dude That's Out - Come Dearest The Daylight Is Gone / Nobody's Darling But Mine - 
Don't Look For Trouble - I'm Free, I've Broken The Chains - Laugh Your Blues Away - Travellin' On My Mind - I'm Drifting 
Farther From You - The Gray Cat On The Tennessee Farm - Over The Mountain - Eleven Cent Cotton - Death Of John 
Henry (Steel Driving Man) - From Jerusalem To Jericho - How Beautiful Heaven Must Be -  (She Was Always) Chewin' 
Gum - Cumberland Mountain Deer Race - Rabbit In The Pea Patch - Bully Of The Town - Mountain Dew - Old Maid's 
Love Song - Rock Of Ages - Keep My Skillet Good And Greasy - Death Of John Henry (Steel Driving Man) - That's Where 
My Money Goes - Long John Green - Lady In The Car - Cotton-Eyed Joe - Something's Always Sure To Tickle Me -  (She 
Was Always) Chewing Gum - All In Down And Out Blues - All Go Hungry Hash House - Whoa Mule - No One To 
Welcome Me Home - (Banjo Solo) - Jenny Put The Kettle On - Kissin' On The Sly 
CD 9: 
Cannon County Hills - Nobody's Darling But Mine - Way Out On The Mountain - Keep My Skillet Good And Greasy - 
Brother Johnson - Take Me Back To My Old Carolina Home - (She Was Always) Chewing Gum - Kissin' On The Sly - 
Turkey In The Straw - I Intend To Make Heaven My Home - Honest Confession Is Good For The Soul - Come Dearest 
The Daylight Is Gone - I've Got A Mule To Ride - Late Last Night When My Willie Came Home - Keep My Skillet Good 
And Greasy - Shucking The Corn - How Beautiful Heaven Must Be - Peek-A-Boo - He Won The Heart Of My Sarah Jane 
- Over The Mountain - I'm Going Away To Leave You, Love - Late Last Night When My Willie Came Home - All Go 
Hungry Hash House - Turkey In The Straw - Something's Always Sure To Tickle Me - Hand Me Down My Walking Cane - 
New Dude In Town - From Jerusalem To Jericho - Old Dan Tucker - All Go Hungry Hash House 
 
DVD (NTSC; b/w) 
The Grand Ole Opry 
Elviry (Weaver) leading the school kids: Red River Valley 
Uncle Dave Macon, his son Dorris & the Smoky Mountain Boys with Rachel: Swing Your Partner 
Roy Acuff and the Smoky Mountain Boys with Rachel: Down In Union County 
Roy Acuff and the Smoky Mountain Boys with Rachel: Wabash Cannonball 
Uncle Dave Macon with his son Dorris: (Take Me Back To) That Old Carolina Home 
Weaver Brothers and Elviry: Just Tell Them That You Saw Me 
Roy Acuff and the Smoky Mountain Boys with Rachel: The Great Speckled Bird 
Elviry and cast: Down Home In Union County (reprise) 


